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SASKATCHEWAN  INSTRUCTIONAL  DEVELOPMENT  &  RESEARCH  UNIT 

 
 
 
The Saskatchewan Instructional Development and 
Research Unit (SIDRU) is a provincial educational 
research unit located in the Faculty of Education at the 
University of Regina.  Established in 1985, SIDRU’s 
original mandate was to conduct research and promote 
instructional development associated with the curriculum 
reform launched by the Department of Education at that 
time (the Directions report and the establishment of CORE 
Curriculum).  In this role, SIDRU served as a focal point in 
the province for improving the quality of instruction through 
the development and publication of several important 
monograph series (some with SPDU), such as, the 
Instructional Strategies Series and the Diversity Series. 

Over time, the mandate has broadened. In 2002 SIDRU 
launched the ‘New SIDRU’ in recognition of the broadened 
mandate that had evolved, especially by virtue of the Unit’s 
involvement with the Task Force and Public Dialogue on 
the Role of the School (1999-2000). Currently, the broad 
array of SIDRU projects includes:  program evaluation; 
program development; Information Communication 
Technology (ICT) and education; northern and Aboriginal 
education; and interagency collaboration.  Not surprisingly, 
this range of projects has entailed a wide variety of 
educational and noneducational partners, both within and 
beyond the province’s boundaries. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DEAN  OF  EDUCATION
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Tymchak 
Dean, Faculty of Education 

 
I am very pleased to reflect on SIDRU’s 
accomplishments over this past year.  After a 
helpful, somewhat quieter year of consolidation in 
05-06, it is good to see the return of new 
initiatives.  The recent amalgamation process 
undertaken by school divisions in the province 
has created a whole new set of challenges and 
issues for them.  I am pleased to note that SIDRU 
has the opportunity to offer support in the area of 
professional development for one of these 
divisions, Good Spirit S. D. No. 204. I am 
especially pleased to note the broad scope of the 
work being undertaken for the Division, including: 
an Assessment Data Review; an Instructional 
Improvement Project; and several projects in the 
area of Technology (Technology Mentorship and 
Technology Integration).  Very exciting initiatives. 
  
SIDRU’s expertise and ongoing work in the area 
of information technology is also evident in 
several other notable projects: the “Digital 
Internship Project” (Phase 2), as well as the 
“Technology in Education Initiative” literature 
 

 
 
review that SIDRU conducted for Saskatchewan 
Learning last spring. 
 
The diversity of projects in other areas is also 
impressive.  I note, for example, projects such as 
the “Regina Community Plan (Phase 3),” which is 
a study of homelessness sponsored by the City of 
Regina, and the study of Core French Programs 
being undertaken by SIDRU on behalf of the Bac 
Program (by Bev Anderson and Dr. Bernard 
Laplante).  I am also pleased to see evidence of 
SIDRU’s on-going partnership with CeNRGe (the 
Centre for Northern Research and Graduate 
Studies Education), a unit that is based at 
NORTEP in La Ronge.  The two SIDRU projects 
that have emerged from this partnership - the 
“NORTEP/PAC Impact Study” and the writing of a 
“Project Support and Feasibility Study” - are 
intended to support NORTEP’s efforts to obtain 
approval for planning a new building. 
 
I am, of course, gratified to see the continuing 
collaboration with another major partner, SIAST, 
in the delivery of their Faculty Certificate 
Program.  I understand that this summer the first 
graduates will qualify for the FCP Certificate.  All 
new hires at SIAST enrol in this visionary 
certificate program designed to strengthen and 
improve all areas of teaching at the Institute. 
 
Meanwhile, as Dean, I am grateful for the 
excellent work on a wide array of “special 
projects” which SIDRU has provided for our 
Faculty of Education.  These include support for 
conference planning, the development of a most 
attractive and informative Newsletter; as well as 
the provision of editorial support for the academic 
journal, Policy and Practice in Education. 
 
Finally, I want to extend my thanks and sincere 
appreciation to the SIDRU staff who have 
rendered such excellent service over the past 
year: Juanita Duncan, now in her 22nd year with 
SIDRU, Research Assistant; Shuana Niessen, 
who has made a wonderful start, her first year as 
Project Facilitator; and Dr. Alec Couros, our 
newly minted Assistant Director. 
��
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REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Alec Couros 

Assistant Director, SIDRU 
 

I have had the tremendous opportunity to work with 
SIDRU in this past year. 2006-07 has shown an 
impressive increase of research activity for the unit, 
and in my new role as Assistant Director, I have been 
able to play an important part in several of the New 
and Ongoing Projects. In my short term of 
involvement with SIDRU in this role, I have been able 
to better understand the important, complex impact of 
SIDRU in the Faculty of Education and throughout 
the province. 
 
SIDRU’s Digital Internship Project continues to 
improve the Information Communication Tech-
nologies (ICT) competencies of faculty members and 
students in the Faculty of Education. Through 
continued support from Saskatchewan’s Educational 
Technology Consortium (ETC), we were able to work 
closely with and support 17 preservice teachers who, 
we hope, will become leaders in ICT in our schools. 
The initiative will continue in 2007.  Already, over 30 
new preservice teachers are involved in the project. 
 
 

 
I am directly involved in two important initiatives with 
Good Spirit S. D. No. 204, including a technology 
mentorship and a technology integration project. I am 
pleased to see the continued, critical emphasis that 
school divisions are placing on information and 
communication technologies in classroom teaching 
and learning. I believe SIDRU demonstrates an 
important leadership role in better understanding and 
supporting ICT related to pedagogy through the hard 
work of our researchers and support staff. 
 
The SIDRU Seminar Series remained popular in 
2006-07 and over 20 seminars were hosted in both 
Fall and Winter semesters. We had a wide range of 
presenters representing the University of Regina, 
Saskatchewan Learning, First Nations University of 
Canada, and various schools throughout the 
province. Topics, to name a few, included social 
justice, antiracist education, youth and citizen 
engagement, aboriginal education, arts-based 
research, open thinking, and preservice teacher 
education. Attendance for these seminars increased 
over 18% from the previous year, with a total 
attendance of approximately 318 guests. Thanks to 
the presenters and attendees for this continued 
success. 
 
SIDRU continued to fund faculty research through 
Educational Research and Professional Development 
funds. This year, 8 projects were funded which 
helped support over a dozen faculty members on 
various research projects. These funds help to 
stimulate research within the faculty and assist our 
members in better understanding important issues in 
our communities. 
 
As a final note, I would like to thank and acknowledge 
key individuals who have continued to ensure 
SIDRU’s success. It is a pleasure working with Dr. 
Michael Tymchak, and SIDRU has greatly benefited 
from his return to the unit. Additionally, the work of 
Juanita Duncan and Shuana Niessen must be noted. 
Their hard work and dedication to the unit continues 
to amaze me. Both have helped me better 
understand the day-to-day operations and the 
complex work of SIDRU. Finally, thanks to all of the 
faculty members and researchers who have 
produced excellent work for SIDRU.
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FINANCE  AND  MANAGEMENT 
 
General operating expenses and staff salaries were 
supported by SIDRU revenues and the Faculty of 
Education. 
 
The University of Regina provided a portion of the 
Director’s salary, office space, and other university 
services, including the Business Office, Computing 
Services, library, audiovisual, and administrative support.  
 
A financial statement is found in the Appendix. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

ORGANIZATION  AND 
STRUCTURE 
 
SIDRU operates on the basis of a constitution which 
provides a mission statement and an organizational 
structure.  The organization is governed by the Charter of 
the University of Regina.  The Director, appointed annually 
by the President upon recommendation of the Dean of 
Education, reports to the Dean of Education; to the Dean, 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research; and to the 
Provincial Advisory Board which consists of 
representatives from each of the provincial educational 
agencies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS  
 
SIDRU’s mandate intends that this unit serve an important 
role - the improvement of instruction in the provincial 
educational system.  The original mandate suggests that 
instructional improvement activities of the unit be directed 
toward research related to teaching and its impact on 
learning.  Functions described within the SIDRU 
constitution intend that the unit fulfill this mandate through 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
the following activities: conducting research and 
development activities relevant to instruction within the 
Saskatchewan context; consulting with school systems in 
areas such as project design and evaluation; disseminating 
research findings, methodological approaches, and critical 
analyses of research through publications and other 
means; facilitating cooperative problem solving and 
identifying needs and resources; and providing research 
and development training opportunities for graduate 
students and others in the field of education. 
 
The following projects of 2006 to 2007- New, In Progress, 
Completed, and Faculty Services - illustrate our 
commitment to fulfilling these intended purposes and 
functions. Complete information on each project is 
available from SIDRU. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New  Projects 
 
Aboriginal Knowledge Exchange Program  
Funding Agency - Canadian Council of Learning (CCL) 
Project Advisor - M. Tymchak 
Principal Researchers - A. Couros, L. Eastmore 
Duration - Apr/07-Mar/08 
 
Digital Internship Project (eDIT) - Ph 2 
Funding Agency - Saskatchewan Learning  
Project Advisor - D. Friesen 
Principal Researcher - K. Nolan 
Research Team - A. Couros, D. Friesen, M. Maeers,  
 K. Nolan 
Duration - Aug/06-Apr/07  
 
Good Spirit S. D. Assessment Data Review 
(completed) 
Funding Agency - Good Spirit S. D. No. 204 
Project Advisor - M. Tymchak 
Principal Researchers - M. Maeers, F. Pirbhai-Illich 
Duration - Nov/06 
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Good Spirit S. D. No. 204 Instructional Improvement 
Projects  
Funding Agency - Good Spirit S. D. No. 204 
Project Advisor - M. Tymchak 
Principal Investigators - A. Couros, D. Friesen 
Consultants - A. Couros, S. Kemp, J. McNinch 
Duration - Mar/07-June/08 
 

Project 1: Classroom Instructional Improvement 
Process (CIIP) 
Principal Researcher - J. McNinch 
Duration - Mar/07-June/07 
 

Project 2: Technology Mentorship Project - 
Mathematics Education 
Duration - Mar/07-June/08 
 

Project 3: Technology Integration Project - 
Preeceville School 
Duration - Mar/07-June/08 

 
NORTEP/PAC Impact Study, Phase II 
Funding Agency - NORTEP/PAC 
Principal Researcher - M. Tymchak 
Researcher/Writer - S. Niessen 
Duration - Mar/07-Sept/07 
 

Northern University Centre: Project Support and 
Feasibility Study 
Funding Agency - NORTEP/PAC 
Principal Researcher - M. Tymchak 
Researcher/Writer - S. Niessen 
Duration - Dec/06-Nov/07 
 

Reconceptualizing Secondary Core French 
Programs 
Funding Agency - Faculty of Education, U of R 
Project Advisor - B. Laplante 
Principal Researcher - B. Anderson 
Duration - Mar/07-June/07 
 
Regina Community Plan - Phase 3 
Funding Agency - City of Regina 
Project Advisor - M. Tymchak 
Principal Researcher - M. Spooner 
Duration - Feb/07-May/07 
 
Sask Learning’s Technology in Education Initiative 
(completed) 
Funding Agency - Saskatchewan Learning 
Project Advisor - M. Tymchak 
Researchers - L. Brogden, A. Couros 
Duration - June/06-July/06 
 
SIAST Certificate for Instructors (Ph V) (2006-07) 
Funding Agency - SIAST 
Project Advisors - M. Tymchak, B. Bremner 
Project Coordinators - S. Niessen (SIDRU), T. Gove (SIAST)  
Duration - July/06-June/07 

 

Projects  in  Progress 
 
Assessment for Learning: Working Together to 
Enhance Assessment Practices (Mathematics) 
Funding Agency - Saskatchewan Learning 
Management - SIDRU/SPDU 
Project Advisor - M. Tymchak (SIDRU) 
Project Director - C. Erlandson (SPDU) 
Project Associates - M. Maeers, R. Seaman (U of R) 
Duration - Mar/04- 

 
CeNRGe (NORTEP) 
Funding Agency - NORTEP/NORPAC  
Principal Researcher - M. Tymchak 
Duration - Jan/06-ongoing 

 
French Education Research 
Funding Agency - Bac Program, Faculty of Education,  
 U of R 
Project Advisors - B. Laplante, M. Tymchak 
Duration - Apr/93-ongoing 

 
Ongoing 
 
Content-Area Teaching in French Immersion at the 
Secondary Level 
Principal Researchers/Writers - B. Laplante, J. Dufresne 
 
Growing our Own: Faculty Perspectives on the 
Achievement of Excellence in Graduate Study 
Principal Researcher/Writer - L. Carlson Berg 
 
L’identité linguistique entant que composante de 
l’identité professionnelle lors de l’initiation 
professionnelle: Une étude de cas 
Principal Researcher/Writer - L. Brogden 

 
Completed 
 
Creating Community: Collaborative and Interactive 
Special Education (French Immersion) 
Principal Researcher/Writer - L. Carlson Berg 
 
Des enfants: ça bouge! 
Principal Researchers/Writers - B. Laplante, J. Zimmer 

 
SchoolPLUS Leadership Consortium 
Funding Agency - Saskatchewan Learning 
Project Advisors - M. Tymchak, C. Erlandson (SPDU),  
 B. Bashutski (SSBA), A. Couros (SIDRU), N. Forsberg 

(Fac of Ed), D. Gingrass (Saskatchewan Learning),  
 B. Keegan (SELU), S. Niessen (SIDRU) 
Duration - Feb/03-ongoing 
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Projects  Completed  
 
Digital Internship Project (eDIT) - Ph 1 Winter 2006 
Funding Agency - Saskatchewan Learning  
Project Advisor - D. Friesen 
Principal Researcher - K. Nolan 
Research Team - A. Couros, D. Friesen, M. Maeers,  
 K. Nolan 
Duration - Jan/06-June/06  
 
Education Graduate Survey - Year 2005 
Project Advisor - M. Tymchak 
Project Associate - R. Lee 
Duration - Mar/06-July/06 
 
Longitudinal Pre-Kindergarten Research Project: Yr 6 
Funding Agency - Regina S. D. No. 4 
Project Advisor - M. Tymchak 
Principal Researchers/Writers - C. Krentz, J. Lorentz,  
 T. Mensch, B. Warkentin 
Duration - Sept/05-Apr/07 
 
SIAST Certificate for Instructors (Phase IV) 
Funding Agency - SIAST 
Project Advisors - W. Wessel, C. Naud 
Project Coordinators - A. Curry (SIDRU),  
 A. Hrabok (SIAST) 
Duration - July/05-June/06 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Faculty Services 
 

Academic Journal Support  
(Policy & Practice in Education) 
Project Advisor - M. Tymchak 
Editor - A. Kipling Brown 
Editorial Board - A. Kipling Brown, P. Lewis, J. McNinch,  
   V. Mulholland, W. Wessel 
Editorial Assistant - J. Duncan 
Duration - Sept/95- 
 
Education Graduate Survey - Year 2006 
Project Advisor - M. Tymchak 
Project Associate - R. Lee 
Duration - Mar/07-July/07 
 
Faculty Newsletter 
Funding Agency - Faculty of Education, U of R 
Project Advisor - M. Tymchak 
Editorial Board - C. Fulton, J. McNinch, V. Mulholland 
Managing Editor - S. Niessen 
Duration - Feb/07-ongoing 

 
Educational Research and Professional Development 
Funds 
Funding Agency - Faculty of Education, U of R 
Advisor - M. Tymchak 
Duration - Apr/03-ongoing 
 

New Ed Research & PD Funds  

 

Envelope A: Professional Development Fund 
 

Learning Beyond the Walls. The Fine Arts, Community, 
Technology, School and University as Collaboration for 
Learning  
Principal Researcher - A. Kipling Brown 

 Coinvestigators - S. Maserek, N. Yakel 
 

Enabling Inclusive Teacher Education Through 
Disabling Theory  
Principal Researcher - S. Thompson 

 Coinvestigator - M. Cherland 
 
 
Envelope B: General Research Fund 
 

Investigating the Impact of Student Services Offices in 
International Settings as an Approach to Improving 
Gender Equity: Phase One 
Principal Researcher - R. Dolmage 

  
Ongoing Ed Research & PD Funds 

 
Envelope A: Professional Development Fund 
 

Field Work: An Approach for the Middle Years Program 
Principal Researcher - S. Badali 

 Coinvestigator - M. Cherland 
 
Envelope C: SchoolPLUS 
 

Interprofessional Collaboration Practicums:  
A Multi-Case Study 
Principal Researcher - T. Salm 

 
Completed Ed Research & PD Funds 
 
Envelope A: Professional Development Fund 
 

Learning to Promote Self-Advocacy Through Authentic 
Assessment and Remediation for Students with 
Disabilities/Exceptionalities 
Principal Researcher - S. Thompson 

 Coinvestigator - J. Coflin 
 

(Re)Visions of Social Studies: Reflections on Learning 
to Teach 
Principal Researcher - J. Tupper 

 
Envelope B: General Research Fund 
 

Building Bridges Between Adult Education and K-12 
Programs: Exploring a Model for Integration at the  
U of R  
Principal Researcher - R. Khalideen 
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Saskatchewan Learning 
Management Contracts 
 
English as a Second Dialect Professional 
Development Project (completed) 
Funding Agency - Saskatchewan Learning  
Project Advisor - M. Tymchak 
Principal Researcher - H. Christiansen 
Duration - May/06-Dec/06  

 
 
 
GENERAL  RESEARCH  AND   
DEVELOPMENT  ACTIVITIES 
  
The SIDRU constitution lists several functions that are 
intended as a mandate for instructional research and 
development within Saskatchewan’s educational 
community. 
 
These functions include consulting and assisting in project 
design and evaluation; disseminating research findings 
through various means; facilitating cooperative research 
and development activity among individuals, groups, and 
organizations; providing opportunities for graduate student 
involvement; and identifying and securing funding for 
research and development. 
 
Although project descriptions demonstrate unit involvement 
in each of these mandated functions during the past year, 
SIDRU has assumed a leadership role in several more 
broadly circumscribed areas of its mandate as follows: 
  

·  as a provincial consulting agency for educational 
research design and methodology. 
 
During 2006 to 2007 SIDRU continued to provide 
consulting services to faculty members, graduate 
students, school divisions, and government departments.  
 
SIDRU staff has also responded to requests from 
contract researchers for assistance with budget 
development, specification of research parameters, and 
grant application analysis.  We continue to develop high-
quality editing and word processing capabilities. 

 
The SIDRU Seminar Series provided weekly seminars 
focusing on research and development issues at all 
educational levels during both academic semesters as 
follows. Graduate students, faculty, many members of 
Saskatchewan’s educational community, and a number 
of guest speakers provided an excellent array of topics 
for participants. 

  

 

SIDRU Seminar Series1 

 
September - November 2006 

 
Research and Aboriginal Education:  
A Learning Perspective 
Darren McKee, Saskatchewan Learning 
 
Youth Engagement: More Than What You Think It Is 
Shauneen Pete, Faculty of Education, and Del Williams, 
Youth Launch, Nutana Collegiate, Saskatoon 
 
From One White Person to Another:  
Let’s Talk About Racism  
Meredith Cherland, Faculty of Education 
 
(Re)Visions of Social Studies:  
Reflections on Learning to Teach 
Jennifer Tupper, Faculty of Education 
 
Pre-K-12 Learning Curriculum Renewal -  
Making Curriculum More Teacher Friendly 
Gillian McCreary, Saskatchewan Learning 
 
Continuous Improvement Framework:  
Strategic Alignment for Improved Student Outcomes 
Kevin Tunney, Continuous Improvement Framework, 
Saskatchewan Learning 
 
Research as Disciplinary Practice:  
Could It Be Undermining Engaged Citizenship? 
Mary Jeanne (MJ) Barrett, Faculty of Education 
 
Aboriginal Knowledge and Perspectives:  
A Handbook for Teachers (AERN) 
Mike Cappello, Faculty of Education 
 
Update from Indian Education Department, FNUC 
Linda Goulet, Mary Sasakamoose, First Nations University 
 
Saskatchewan Adult Education and Training System 
Review: One Year Later  
Brian Banks, Faculty of Education 
 
Leadership from a Pre-Service Perspective:  
The Leadership Consortium (SIDRU, SELU, SPDU, 
Saskatchewan Learning) 
Nick Forsberg, Faculty of Education 
 

January - March 2007 
 
Gazing in the Mirror: Reflections on Educating Pre-
Service Teachers for Collaborative Work With 
Indigenous Communities 
Carol Fulton, Faculty of Education 

                                                 
1 A total of 318 people attended the Fall and Winter seminars. 
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Applying the Continuous Improvement Framework 
at the Local Level 
Don Hoium, Regina Public Schools 
 
Arts-Based Research: Where’s the Research? 
Where’s the Art? 
Heather Ritenburg, Faculty of Education 
 
The Future of English as a Second Language (ESL)  
in Canada 
Joyce Vandall, F. W. Johnson Collegiate, Faculty of 
Education 
 
The Makings of Possibilities: Teaching Through Engaged 
Citizenship at the University of Regina 
Mary Jeanne Barrett, Faculty of Education 
 
Open Thinking in Education: Emerging Trends in Software, 
Publishing, and Digital Content 
Alec Couros, Faculty of Education 
 
Peace Education in a Post-Conflict Third-World State: 
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 
Abu Bockarie, Faculty of Education 
 
The Degree Is Just the End Product - How Do We Get 
There? A Story in Aboriginal Education 
Norbert Witt, Faculty of Education 
 
READers: An After-School Program 
Joni Darke, Joanne Vonau, Imperial School 
 
Expectations of Mentor and Pre-Service Teacher Roles 
in an Internship Program 
Fatima Pirbhai-Illich, James McNinch 
Faculty of Education 
 
The New Reality of the Virtual World:  
The Internet Demands a Different Education 
G. B. Henderson, Stu Harris 
Ecole Elsie Mironuck School 
 
 
 
·  as a publishing house for educational research 

and development in Saskatchewan and beyond. 
 

SIDRU has established a reputation for high-quality 
publishing.  We have the technology and the staff to 
desktop publish at reasonable cost.  This quality is 
evident in the Diversity Series; the Instructional 
Strategies Series; Gateways to Knowledge: Locating, 
Assessing and Using On-line Information 
(SIDRU/SPDU); A Toolkit for Teachers: Using 
Technology to Communicate and Share Learning 
(SPDU/SIDRU); and other research reports such as: 
 

 

- NORTEP/PAC.  Innovation, Determination, Impact -
The Impact of NORTEP/PAC After 30 Years  

 
- Technology in Education: A Literature Review  
 
- Fourth Interim Report. Summary and 

Recommendations of the Sixth Year of a 6-Year 
Longitudinal Study Examining the Effectiveness of 
the Pre-Kindergarten Program in the Regina Public 
School Division No. 4 

 
- Building the Future Today: Demographic, Education, 

and Socio-Economic Indicators Towards a New 
NORTEP Joint Use, Shared Facility 

 
- Summary Report: The 6-Year Longitudinal Study 

Examining the Effectiveness of the Prekindergarten 
Program in the Regina Public School Division No. 4 

 
 
 

·  as a center for instruction and instructional 
development and research. 

 
As intended in our original mandate, SIDRU has become 
a recognized center of instructional development  and  
research  within  Saskatchewan   and   western Canada. 
 
 
 

·  as a faculty support for special projects. 
 

SIDRU has become a faculty support for conference 
planning committee work.  This year SIDRU staff 
participated in the planning and development of two 
conferences: 
-  (E)Merging Professionalism Conference 
-  WestCAST 2008 
 
and contributed to committee work for: 
- Program Renewal 
- Adult Education & Human Resources. 
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Michael Tymchak, Director 

Alec Couros, Assistant Director 
Shuana Niessen, Project Facilitator 
Juanita Duncan, Research Assistant 

 
PROJECT PERSONNEL AND ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
 
Aboriginal Knowledge Exchange Program 
 Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak 
 Principal Researchers  - A. Couros 
    - L. Eastmore 

 
Academic Journal Support (PPE) 

Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak 
Editor   - A. Kipling Brown 
Editorial Board  - P. Lewis 

- J. McNinch 
- V. Mulholland 
- W. Wessel 

Editorial Assistant  - J. Duncan 

 
Assessment for Learning: Working Together to Enhance 
Assessment Practices (Mathematics) 
 Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak   (SIDRU) 
 Project Director  - C. Erlandson (SPDU) 
 Project Associates   - M. Maeers 
     - R. Seaman 

 
CeNRGe (NORTEP) 
 Principal Researcher  - M. Tymchak 

 
Digital Internship Project (eDIT) - Ph 2 2007  
 Project Advisor  - D. Friesen 
 Principal Researcher  - K. Nolan 
 Research Team   - D. Friesen 
     - M. Maeers 
     - K. Nolan 
    - A. Couros 
 
Education Graduate Survey - Year 2006 

Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak 
Project Associate  - R. Lee 

 
English as a Second Dialect Professional Development 
Project 

Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak 
Project Associate  - H. Christiansen 

 
Faculty Newsletter 

Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak 
Managing Editor  - S. Niessen 
Editorial Board  - J. McNinch 
   - C. Fulton 
   - V. Mulholland 

 
French Education Research 

Project Advisors  - B. Laplante 
- M. Tymchak 

Principal Researchers/Writers - L. Brogden 
   - L. Carlson Berg 
   - J. Dufresne 
   - B. Laplante 
   - J. Zimmer 

 
Good Spirit S. D. Assessment Data Review   
 Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak 
 Principal Researchers  - M. Maeers 
     - F. Pirbhai-Illich 
 
Good Spirit S. D.  No. 204 Instructional Improvement 
Projects 
 Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak 
 Principal Researchers  - A. Couros 
     - D. Friesen 
     - S. Kemp 
     - J. McNinch 
 
Longitudinal Pre-Kindergarten Research Project: Year 6
 Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak 
 Principal Researchers/Writers - C. Krentz 
    - J. Lorentz 

- T. Mensch 
- B. Warkentin 

 
NORTEP/PAC Impact Study, Phase II 
 Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak 
 Researcher/Writer  - S. Niessen 
  
Northern University Centre: Project Support and 
Feasibility Study 
 Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak 
 Researcher/Writer  - S. Niessen 
 
Reconceptualizing Secondary Core French Programs 
 Project Advisor  - B. Laplante 
 Principal Researcher  - B. Anderson 
 
Regina Community Plan - Phase 3 
 Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak 
 Principal Researcher  - M. Spooner 
 
Sask Learning’s Technology in Education Initiative 
 Project Advisor  - M. Tymchak 
 Principal Researchers  - L. Brogden 
    - A. Couros 
 
 
 
 

SIDRU  STAFF 
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SchoolPLUS Leadership Consortium 
 Project Advisors  - M. Tymchak 

- C. Erlandson (SPDU) 
- B. Bashutski (SSBA) 
- A. Couros (SIDRU) 

    - N. Forsberg (Fac of Ed) 
    - D. Gingras (SK Learn) 

- B. Keegan (SELU) 
    - S. Niessen (SIDRU) 

 
SIAST Certificate for Instructors (Phase V) 
 Project Advisors  - M. Tymchak 
     - B. Bremner 
 Project Coordinators  - S. Niessen (SIDRU) 
    - T. Gove (SIAST) 

 
 
Educational Research & Professional Development Funds 
 
 Project Advisor   - M. Tymchak 

 
New Ed Research & PD Funds 

 
Envelope A: Professional Development Fund 

 
·  Learning Beyond the Walls. The Fine Arts, 

Community, Technology, School and University as 
Collaboration for Learning 
Principal Researcher  - A. Kipling Brown 
Coinvestigators  - S. Maserek 
   - N. Yakel 
 

·  Enabling Inclusive Teacher Education Through 
Disabling Theory 
Principal Researcher  - S. Thompson 
Coinvestigator  - M. Cherland 
 
 

Envelope B: General Research Fund 
 
·  Investigating the Impact of Student Services Offices in 

International Settings as an Approach to Improving 
Gender Equity: Phase One 
Principal Researcher  - R. Dolmage 

 
Ongoing Ed Research & PD Funds  

 
Envelope A: Professional Development Fund 

 
·  Field Work: An Approach for the Middle Years 

Program 
Principal Researcher  - S. Badali 
Coinvestigator   - M. Cherland 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Envelope C: SchoolPLUS 
 
·  Interprofessional Collaboration Practicums:  
 A Multi-Case Study  

Principal Researcher  - T. Salm 
 
 
Completed Ed Research & PD Funds 

 
Envelope A: Professional Development Fund 
 
·  Learning to Promote Self-Advocacy Through Authentic 

Assessment and Remediation for Students  
 With Disabilities/Exceptionalities 

Principal Researcher - S. Thompson 
Coinvestigator   - J. Coflin 
 

·  (Re)Visions of Social Studies: Reflections on  
 Learning to Teach 

Principal Researcher - J. Tupper 
 
 

Envelope B: General Research Fund 
 
·  Building Bridges Between Adult Education and K-12 

Programs: Exploring a Model for Integration at the  
 U of R 
 Principal Researcher - R. Khalideen 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

________________ 

a
These documents ($5.00 each) are available through SIDRU ([306] 585-5142)  

Faculty of Education, University of Regina.  
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SIDRU  PUBLICATION  LIST 
 
·  Story of School PLUS   $7.50 
·  School PLUS: A Vision for Children and Youth  $8.00 

 
Instructional Technology 
1 Gateways to Knowledge: Locating, Assessing and 

Using On-line Information 
 SIDRU/SPDU (2002)  $18.19 (includes taxes) 

 
2 A Toolkit for Teachers: Using Technology to 

Communicate and Share Learning 
 SPDU/SIDRU (2003)  $18.19 (includes taxes) 

 
Diversity in the Classroom Seriesa 

1 Honouring Diversity in the Classroom:  
 Challenges and Reflections  

SPDU/SIDRU (1996)   
 
2 Multicultural Connections:  
 Exploring Strategies and Issues 

SIDRU/SPDU (1996)   
 
3 Growing Stronger:  
 Teaching and Learning Responsibility 

SPDU/SIDRU (1996)   
 
4 Planning Together:  
 Positive Classroom Environments 

SIDRU/SPDU (1996)   
 
5 Aboriginal Cultures and Perspectives:  
 Making a Difference in the Classroom 

SPDU/SIDRU (1997)   
 
6 A Voice for all Students:  
 Realizing Gender Equity in Schools 

SIDRU/SPDU (1996)   
 
7 Creating an Inclusive Classroom:  
 Integrating Students With Special Needs 

SPDU/SIDRU (1996)   

 
Multi-Level Document 

Learning Together in Multi-level Classrooms  
SIDRU/SPDU (1997)  $10.00 

 

 
 

 
Instructional Strategies Seriesa

 
1 This is a YES: Concept Attainment.*  

SPDU/SIDRU (1991)   
 

2 What Would You Do?  Inquiry in the Classroom.* 
SIDRU/SPDU (1991)   

 
3 Glad You Asked That!  Questioning in the Classroom.* 

SIDRU/SPDU (1991)  
  

4 Planning Adventures: Synectics.* 
SPDU/SIDRU (1991)  

 

5 Opening the Door to Cooperative Learning.* 
SPDU/SIDRU (1991)   

 
6 Think About It.  Critical and Creative Thinking in the 

Classroom.*  SIDRU/SPDU (1992)   
 
7 Something for Everyone: Ideas for Individualizing in 

the Classroom.*  SPDU/SIDRU (1992)   
 
8 Where Did You Find That?  Resource-Based 

Learning.  SIDRU/SPDU (1992)  
 
9 Can We Talk?  Effective Lecturing in the Classroom.* 

SIDRU/SPDU (1992)   
 
10 Picture Peer Partner Learning.* 
 SPDU/SIDRU (1993)   
 
11 Reflective Teaching.*  SIDRU/SPDU (1993)  
 
12 Focused Imaging.*  SPDU/SIDRU (1993)   
 
13 Connecting: Getting It Together.   
 SIDRU/SPDU (1993)  
 
14 Centred on Students: Stations, Packages, Centres.* 

SPDU/SIDRU (1993)   
 
15 Tell Me a Story!  Narrative in the Classroom. 
 SIDRU/SPDU (1993)   
 
16 A Slice of Reality Through Games, Role Play and 

Simulation.  SPDU/SIDRU (1993)   
 
17 Resolving Mysteries: A Guide to Creative Problem 

Solving.  SIDRU/SPDU (1994)   
 
18 Integrating the Pieces.  SPDU/SIDRU (1994)   
 
 

*Also available in French.
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SASKATCHEWAN  INSTRUCTIONAL  DEVELOPMENT  &  RESEARCH  UNIT 
 

Summary of Project Funds 
 

2006-2007 
 
 

  

 
 

Duration 
 

 
 

 
Projects 

 
Start End Funding Agency(ies)  

 
Active 
 

 
Aboriginal Knowledge Exchange Prog 
 

 
Apr/07 

 
Mar/08 

 
Canadian Council of Learning (CCL) 

 

 
CeNRGe (NORTEP) 
 

 
Jan/06 

 
ongoing 

 
NORTEP/NORPAC 
 

 

 
Digital Internship Project (eDIT) – Ph 2 
 

 
Aug/06 

 
Apr/07 

 

 
Saskatchewan Learning 

 

 
Good Spirit S. D. No. 204 Instructional 
Improvement Projects 
 

 
Mar 07 

 
June 08 

 
Good Spirit S. D. No. 204 

 

 
NORTEP/PAC Impact Study, Phase II 
 

 
Mar/07 

 
Sept/07 

 
NORTEP/PAC 

 

 
Northern University Centre: Project 
Support and Feasibility Study 
 

 
Dec/06 

 
Nov/07 

 
NORTEP/PAC 

 

 
Reconceptualizing Secondary Core 
French Programs 
 

 
Mar/07 

 
June/07 

 
Fac of Education, U of R 

 

 
Regina Community Plan – Phase 3 
 

 
Feb/07 

 
May/07 

 
City of Regina 

 

 
SchoolPLUS Leadership Consortium  
 

 
Feb/03 

 
Ongoing 

 
Saskatchewan Learning 

 

 
SIAST Certificate for Instructors 
(Phase V) 
 

 
July/06 

 
June/07 

 
SIAST 

 

     
 
          Subtotal 
 

 
$265,335 

    
    



 

 15 

SASKATCHEWAN  INSTRUCTIONAL  DEVELOPMENT  &  RESEARCH  UNIT 
 

Summary of Project Funds (continued) 
 

2006-2007 
 

 

  

 
 

Duration 
 

 

 

Projects 
 

Start End          Funding Agency(ies)   
 

 
Faculty Services  
     
Academic Journal Support 
 

Sept/95 ongoing Faculty of Education, U of R  

Education Graduate Survey 
 

Mar/06 July/06 Faculty of Education, U of R  

Educational Research & Prof Deva 
 

Apr/03 ongoing Faculty of Education, U of R  

Faculty Newsletter Feb/07 Ongoing Faculty of Education, U of R  

French Education Researcha Apr/93 ongoing Bac Program, Faculty of Education  

 
aThere are commitments against these monies. 
 
          Subtotal  
 

 
 
 
$15,087  
 

 

Completed 
 

    

 
Digital Internship Project (eDIT) – Ph 1 
Winter 2006 
 

 
Jan/06 

 
June/06 

 
Saskatchewan Learning 

 

 
English as a Second Dialect 
Professional Development Project 
 

 
May 06 

 
Dec 06 

 
Saskatchewan Learning 

 

 
Good Spirit S. D. Assessment Data 
Review  
 

 
Nov 06 

 
Nov 06 

 
Good Spirit S. D. No. 204 

 

 
Longitudinal Pre-Kindergarten 
Research Project: Year 6 
 

 
Sept/05 

 
Apr/07 

 
Regina S.D. No. 4 

 

 
Sask Learning’s Technology in 
Education Initiative 
 

 
June/06 

 
July/06 

 
Saskatchewan Learning 

 

 
SIAST Certificate for Instructors (Ph IV) 
 

 
July/05 

 
June/06 

 
SIAST 

 

     
 
          Subtotal  
 

 
$140,124 

 

        TOTAL CONTRACT MONIES2 
 

 

$420,546 
 

                                                 
2 

Includes full contract monies (not this budget year only).  These monies are not prorated over the life of the contract.  
Budget life of many projects, both Active and Completed, runs over several budget years. 
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